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Program Description 

To help address the shortage of behavioral 
healthcare providers in New Jersey, the Higher 
Education Student Assistance Authority (HESAA) 
offers student loan redemption to eligible 
providers in exchange for up to six years of 
service providing direct care to patients. 
Approved participants can receive up to $50,000 
toward their outstanding student loan balance 
every two years, for up to $150,000 total. 

An additional incentive grant of up to $5,000 
per year is also available to providers who 
primarily serve children and adolescents. 

Providers must work as one of the following: 
• Board certifed behavior analysts 
• Licensed associate counselors 
• Licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselors 
• Licensed clinical social workers 
• Licensed professional counselors 
• Licensed psychologists 
• Licensed social workers 
• Psychiatric nurse mental health clinical 

specialists 
• Psychiatrists 

Fiscal Year 2027 Overview 

Eligibility Criteria 

To qualify for this program, applicants must: 

Be a New Jersey resident and continue living in the 

state throughout participation in the program; 

Be employed full-time by October 1, 2026 as an 

eligible behavioral healthcare provider at an 

approved site operated by a nonprofit organization, 

educational institution, or government entity; 

Commit to providing clinical mental or behavioral 

healthcare for at least two years at an approved site; 

Maintain a valid, applicable license or certification 

to practice as a behavioral healthcare provider in 

New Jersey throughout participation in the program; 

Not be in default on any eligible qualifying loan; 

Not previously be selected for participation in the 

program; and 

Not currently be participating in any other State 

tuition reimbursement or student loan redemption 

program or the federally administered National 

Health Service Corps Loan Repayment Program. 

For more information on the program 

and eligibility requirements, visit 

www.hesaa.org/Pages/BHLRP.aspx 

or scan the QR code. 

Applications will be available on the HESAA website from October 1, 2026 through October 31, 2026. 
Applications are not first-come, first-serve, but will be scored based on factors such as the demand for certain 
occupations in each area of New Jersey and whether or not the applicant works primarily with children 
and adolescents. 

If you have any questions, please contact our team at LoanRedemption@hesaa.org 
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